
17 July 2005  

 In memory of Ester Bentley, the 

Ministry With Lesbian and Gay 

Catholics of the Archdiocese of 

Los Angeles will dedicate 

The Presentation, a new art work by 

John August Swanson 

 Summer BBQ and potluck 

following.

21 August 2005 

 Commemorating the 60th 

Anniversary of the atomic bombing 

of Hiroshima and Nagasaki 

18 September 2005 

 A VISION FOR PAX CHRISTI,

LOS ANGELES

16 October 2005 

 CONSISTENT LIFE, HEALTH CARE AND

JUSTICE

20 November 2005 

 GRATITUDE, A BASIS FOR A CONSISTENT

LIFE ETHIC

18 December 2005 

 WAITING FOR THE PRINCE OF PEACE

TODAY.

All events start at 4:00 p.m. 

St. Camillus Center for Pastoral Care 

1911 Zonal Avenue 

Los Angeles CA 90033 

323-225-4461 
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A VISIT
ST. CAMILLUS CENTER FOR PASTORAL CARE

1911 ZONAL AVENUE

LOS ANGELES, CA 90033-1032 

STCAMILLUS@CIRCLESOFHOPE.ORG

Be sure to checkout our redesigned website:  CirclesOfHope.org 

JOIN US EVERY THIRD SUNDAY OF THE MONTH

FOR OUR MASS FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Unless otherwise noted, all events are at  

St Camillus Catholic Center for Pastoral Care 

1911 Zonal Ave, Los Angeles CA 90033

T
wenty-four years ago when 

as a seminarian I first visited 

patients at LAC+USC Medical 

Center, I met Sr. Josie, an ICM sister who 

was visiting patients at University hospital. 

When I arrived at St. Camillus as pastor in 

1994 Sr.Kelkermans, ICM and 

Sr.Hauchecorne, ICM were part of the team 

that welcomed me and mentored me as 

chaplain. The Missionaries of the 

Immaculate Heart Community (ICM) have 

been serving at St. Camillus for close to 

three decades. As Sr. Dora leaves our 

ministry and team this week—we celebrate 

her and her community and their many 

years of commitment to our patients in 

need.  

Sr. Dora has been a light to so many of 

our heart and trauma patients and inmate 

patients with compassion and a voice for 

justice. She always connected the violence 

in our streets with the violence of war; as a 

woman who saw the last Great War in 

Europe she would daily remind us of the 

evil of war.  

Sr. Dora will be missed by staff and 

patients who were lifted in spirit by her faith 

in a God who dwells among us. Her simple 

life style was complemented by her care for 

community and family and the world 

reflected in our international patient 

population.

Sr. Dora will now be a blessing to her 

homeland of Belgium where she will rest 

and then take up a new ministry. On behalf 

of the Archdiocese of Los, I send her and 

her community forth with blessings and 

gratitude as partners with St. Camillus, 

providing to patients and staff of LAC+USC 

Medical Center excellent pastoral care 

based on principles of listening, respect, 

professionalism, learning from each other, 

spiritual surrender and trust in a God who 

says yes to life and no to war and violence.  

Sr. Dora, go in peace, be light to others, 

and share our hospital story with all. Go 

from here, your “cathedral of the people”, to 

your Belgium family and community with 

good health and love from all of us. 

detail from A Visit 

by John August Swanson 
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A GOD WHO DWELLS

AMONG US

FR. CHRIS PONNET

The artwork by John August Swanson appears  

by gracious permission of the artist. 

St. Camillus Center is very grateful for John’s  

continuous generous support of our ministries. 

CirclesOfHope.org 

July 21-25 

Annual Conference: National Catholic 

AIDS Network, Chicago, IL 

www.ncan.org 

August 4-7 

Conference: Many Stories, One Vision 

for a Nuclear-Free World, on the 60th 

Anniversary of the Nuclear bombing 

of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, University 

of Las Vegas, Las Vegas, NV 

www.paxchristiusa.org  

September 22-25 

Annual Conference: National 

Association of Catholic Diocesan 

Lesbian & Gay Ministries, San Jose, CA  

www.nacdlgm.org 

Monthly

1
st
 Tuesday, 11:00 a.m. 

California People of Faith Against the 

Death Penalty meeting, Archdiocesan 

Catholic Center, Mezzanine Floor 

(Wilshire and Mariposa) 

2
nd

 Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. 

AIDS Council meeting  

3
rd

 Sunday, 4:00 p.m. 

Pax Christi mass for Peace And Justice 

Weekly

Tuesday, 9:00 a.m. 

Interfaith Prayer service 

Chapel, General Hospital, Room 1818 

Friday, 7:00 a.m.—9:00 a.m. 

Interfaith Communities United for 

Justice and Peace meeting, Immanuel 

Presbyterian Church basement 

(Wilshire, one block west of Vermont) 

Masses

Monday - Friday, 7:30 a.m. & noon: 

Weekday Mass 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m.: Bilingual Patient Mass,  

1
st
 Floor Auditorium, General Hospital 

(volunteers needed from 8:30 - 11:00 

a.m.)

JULY 2005 



T
he three 

years I have 

spent here at 

St. Camillus have 

been both a 

learning time for 

me, and an 

opportunity to work 

with Father Chris Ponnet, and share prayer, 

ideas with him and the chaplains who serve 

with him at the LA County Medical Complex. 

Chris and I organized a Peace Conference 

with the co-sponsorship of the Interfaith 

Communities United for Justice and Peace at 

LMU, published several single page inserts for 

parish bulletins on issues such as the Non-

Proliferation Treaty, hunger, and health care. I 

have spoken to 19 out of 20 deaneries of 

priests in the Archdiocese about the war in 

Iraq and non-violence.  

I had the opportunity to go to Jerusalem 

for the Sabeel Conference a year ago and it 

has greatly enhanced my meditations and 

consciousness about the situation in Israel/

Palestine. We have carried out peace 

education in all the regional congresses and 

I've spoken in several parishes. I serve on the 

Episcopal Diocese Middle East Task Force, and 

am a member of ICUJP. 

All of my activities have been endorsed 

and supported by Bishop Gabino Zavala, a 

man who is conscious of the world we live in 

and what it means to be church. I've raised 

money for the Clinical Pastoral Education 

Program, Pax Christi and ICUJP with "Lies and 

Laughter", a hilarious show which Ed Asner 

helped us put together.  

I'll miss St. Camillus, but I will be on the 

speakers bureau, participating in the work of 

counseling conscientious objectors and 

remain an active member of Pax Christi.  

So you see, this isn't goodbye. It's really 

"see you around." Peace to all. 

Pax Christi USA, the national 

Catholic peace movement, 

mourns the loss of Gerry 

Vanderhaar, a founding 

members and a long-time 

academic and activist in the 

Catholic peace movement. He 

passed away on Tuesday, June 

21, at 12:30 AM. 

Vanderhaar was one of the 

founding members of Pax Christi 

USA when it formed in 1972, 

and a member of its very first 

executive committee. He was a 

retired professor of religion and 

peace studies at Christian 

Brothers University in Memphis, 

and the author of numerous 

books on peacemaking and 

nonviolence. 

Gerry was named a Pax 

Christi USA Ambassador of 

Peace in 1992, and served as 

one of the current coordinators 

of Pax Christi Memphis. 

Vanderhaar was a prolific 

writer on Christian nonviolence. 

His book, Beyond Violence: In 

the Spirit of the Nonviolent 

Christ was awarded the 1998 

Pax Christi USA book award, and 

he wrote two publications on 

nonviolence for Pax Christi USA: 

Nonviolence in the Christian 

Tradition and Words of Peace: 

Gerard Vanderhaar on Personal 

Nonviolence. He was also the 

author of the 1993 book When 

Good People Do Bad Things. 

Gerry Vanderhaar was 73 

years old, and is survived by his 

wife, Janice, a long-time friend 

and member of Pax Christi USA, 

and herself a notable 

peacemaker, who in 2004 was 

named one of "50 Women Who 

Make a Difference" by the 

magazine Memphis Woman. A 

Memorial Mass for Gerry was 

celebrated on Thursday, June 

30, 2005 at 12 noon, at the 

Church of the Holy Spirit in 

Memphis, TN. Donations in 

memory of Gerry can be made 

to: Pax Christi Memphis 

(www.paxchristimemphis.org) 

In The News 

T
he Office of Justice and Peace of the 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles is co-

hosting the Nineteenth Annual Social 

Action Summer Institute this July. 

A cooperative effort of five national social 

action organizations, this five day event will be 

held at Loyola Marymount University from July 

17 to July 22, 2005. This is the first time this 

national conference has ever been held in Los 

Angeles.

The Social Action Summer Institute 

provides a wonderful opportunity for first time 

attendees to deepen their understanding of 

the scriptural foundations of justice and of 

Catholic Social Teaching from nationally 

known speakers. You will also be afforded a 

great opportunity to connect with others 

engaged in the church’s social ministry and 

with the 

leadership of the 

sponsoring

national 

organizations. 

There is also a 

second track 

focusing on 

Immigration. 

Registration 

and program information can be found at the 

Roundtable’s website at: 

www.nplc.org/roundtable/events.htm 

Or contact: 

Office of Justice and Peace 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

213-637-7560 | ojp.la-archdiocese.org

SEE YOU AROUND

PAT KROMMER, CSJ 

The numbers are staggering. nearly 36 million Americans live in poverty, hunger and 

hardship. That's more than last year. More than ever before. But one by one, working 

together, we can reverse the trend. By joining with those in need, we can change the picture 

of poverty to one of hope. Get the facts about poverty in America at www.povertyusa.org. 

SOCIAL ACTION SUMMER INSTITUTE

JOAN B. HARPER

Would you like to remember St Camillus in your will or trust?

For further information, please contact St. Camillus 323-225-4461 

www.circlesofhope.org or  

H. Richard Closson,  

Director, Trust and Estate Programs  

213-637-7472  |  HRClosson@la-archdiocese.org 

www.estateplanning.com/trustsacc 

Please direct your charitable bequests to:  

The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles, A Corporation Sole 

-For the benefit of ST. CAMILLUS CENTER FOR PASTORAL CARE

I
n remembrance of the 60th anniversary of the U.S. atomic 

bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the Nevada Desert 

Experience and Pax Christi USA are sponsoring this 

opportunity to learn more about the reality regarding nuclear 

proliferation, violations of nuclear agreements, and education 

in non-violent communication and training for social change.  

Among the workshop presenters are: Dr. Dina Titus, 

Nevada State Senator and author of “Bombs in the Backyard: 

Atomic Testing and American Politics” who will discuss this 

topic in the context of the war system, health, and 

environmental impact; Katherine Blossom who will inform us 

concerning “Indigenous Life and Lands Poisoned by Nuclear 

Weapons”; and representatives from Physicians for Social 

Responsibility, the Nuclear Age Peace Foundation, Citizen 

Alert, the Institute for Energy and Environmental Research, 

the Lawyers Committee on Nuclear Policy, Western States 

Legal Foundation, and many more. 

The Administration has announced plans to ship nuclear 

waste through Los Angeles to Yucca Mountain and Shoshone 

lands in Utah. We should be concerned and active in resisting 

this plan. For more information, including a downloadable 

registration form, visit www.paxchristiusa.org or contact 

Nevada Desert Experience at 702-646-4814. 

"Everything has changed save our way of thinking, and so 

we drift toward unparalleled disaster." Albert Einstein  

S
aying goodbye to so 

many friends, co-

chaplains, doctors and 

nurses I came to know and love 

in these past 12 years is not 

easy. And when I think of the 

thousands of patients I was able 

to visit, comfort, and pray with, I 

feel blessed. Daily I thank God 

for allowing me to be a chaplain 

in this “Cathedral of the People”. 

As a Missionary I left my own country, Belgium, to bear wit-

ness to God’s great love for all people. With the words of our 

foundress I say:” a missionary does not only love Christ she 

lives Christ with a heart as wide as the world.”  

In this place I have found the whole world in a nutshell. 

Doctors, nurses and all workers in this place are so diverse 

and together they take care of patients of all different cultures, 

backgrounds, religions and languages. Is this not God’s dream 

come true? This is a place where I really felt at home and 

where I was very happy. Thanks to each and every one of 

you, and thanks to God. VAARWEL! GOD ZEGENE U! 

VAARWEL! GOD ZEGENE U! 
SISTER DORA  HAUCHECORNE, ICM 

Many of you support our chaplains and our ministries at 

St. Camillus with your prayers and donations. Some of 

you volunteer at the hospital as religious visitors, or help 

during the Sunday liturgy or are on our finance committee. 

We thank you and God bless you for all that you do. 

There are many more opportunities to help! Please check 

out the included donation envelope where you may be able 

to help. We are also expanding our donation circles and 

giving you other areas to designate your donation. If you do 

not designate, the funds will be used for chaplain salaries 

since that is our greatest expense. 

Chaplain salaries and health care 

Chapel and rectory expenses 

Clinical Pastoral Education, training of chaplains 

Outreach ministries (HIV/AIDS education and outreach, 

Pax Christi, Gay and Lesbian Ministry, Interfaith Peace & 

Justice, Death Penalty abolition). 

If you are aware of foundations, trusts or grants that 

would assist us in covering these area, please call or mail or 

email the contact information. 

FRIENDS OF ST CAMILLUS


